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§980.501

any shipment of tomatoes for the pur-
pose of making it eligible for importa-
tion.

(h) Definitions. For the purpose of
this section, Importation means release
from custody of the United States Bu-
reau of Customs. Cherry tomatoes means
cerasiform types commonly referred to
as ‘‘cherry tomatoes.” Pear shaped to-
matoes means elongated types, com-
monly referred to as pear shaped or
paste tomatoes and include San
Marzano, Red Top and Roma varieties.
Hydroponic tomatoes means tomatoes
grown in solution without soil. Green-
house tomatoes means tomatoes grown
indoors. The terms relating to grade
and size, as used herein, shall have the
same meaning as when used in the U.S.
Standards for Grades of Fresh Toma-
toes (7 CFR 2851.1855 to 2851.1877; title
7, chapter I, part 51 was redesignated
title 7, chapter 28, part 2851 on June 27,
1977).

(i) Exemptions. The grade, size, qual-
ity and maturity requirements of this
section shall not apply to tomatoes for
charity, relief, canning or pickling, but
such tomatoes shall be subject to the
safeguard provisions contained in
§980.501. Processing includes canning
and pickling.

[42 FR 55192, Oct. 14, 1977, as amended at 43
FR 3349, Jan. 25, 1978; 57 FR 27352, June 19,
1992; 58 FR 69189, Dec. 30, 1993; 61 FR 13060,
Mar. 26, 1996; 63 FR 12401, Mar. 13, 1998]

§980.501 Safeguard procedures for po-
tatoes, onions, and tomatoes exempt
from grade, size, quality, and matu-
rity requirements.

(a) Each person who imports:

(1) Potatoes, onions or tomatoes for
consumption by charitable institutions
or distribution by relief agencies;

(2) Potatoes, onions, or tomatoes for
processing;

(3) Potatoes or onions for livestock
feed; or

(4) Pearl onions, shall obtain an ‘‘Im-
porter’s Exempt Commodity Form”
(FV-6) from the Marketing Order Ad-
ministration Branch, Fruit and Vege-
table Division, AMS, USDA, and shall
show the completed ‘‘Importer’s Ex-
empt Commodity Form” to the U.S.
Customs Service Regional Director or
District Director, as applicable, at the
port at which the customs entry is

7 CFR Ch. IX (1-1-02 Edition)

filed. One copy shall be mailed to the
Marketing Order Administration
Branch, Fruit and Vegetable Division,
AMS, USDA with a postmark no later
than two days after the date of impor-
tation and a third copy shall accom-
pany the lot to the exempt outlet spec-
ified on the form. Any lot offered for
inspection and, all or a portion thereof,
subsequently imported as exempt
under this provision shall be reported
on an ‘“‘Importer’s Exempt Commodity
Form” and such form, accompanied by
a copy of the applicable inspection cer-
tificate, shall be mailed to the Mar-
keting Order Administration Branch.

(b) Each person who receives an ex-
empt commodity for the purposes spec-
ified in paragraph (a) of this section
shall also receive a copy of the same
numbered Importer’s Exempt Com-
modity Form filed by the importer or
customs broker and shall certify, by
completing and signing Section II of
the form and mailing the form to the
Marketing Order Administration
Branch within two days of receipt of
the exempt lot, that such lot has been
received and will be utilized in the ex-
empt outlet.

(c) It is the responsibility of the im-
porter to notify the Marketing Order
Administration Branch of any lot of
exempt commodity rejected by a re-
ceiver, shipped to an alternative ex-
empt receiver, returned to the country
of origin, or otherwise disposed of. In
such cases, a second ‘‘Importer’s Ex-
empt Commodity Form” must be filed
by the importer providing sufficient in-
formation to determine ultimate dis-
position of the exempt lot and such dis-
position shall be so certified by the
final receiver.

(d) All FV-6 forms and other cor-
respondence regarding entry of 8e com-
modities must be mailed to the Mar-
keting Order Administration Branch,
USDA, AMS, P.O. Box 96456, room 2523-
S, Washington, D.C. 20090-6456, tele-
phone (202) 720-4607. FV-6 forms sub-
mitted by fax must be followed by a
mailed, original copy of the FV-6. Fax
transmissions may be sent to the
MOAB at (202) 720-5698.

[61 FR 13060, Mar. 26, 1996]
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